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E
 M

in
or  Isaac W

atts, 1707.
D

an
iel R

ead
, 1785.

A
 short B

iblical text that is
e ithe r the  sourc e  of the
w

ords or related to the w
ords

is included under the title as
an introduction.

T
his is the tim

e signature and it’s given at the beginning of
each staff. T

he top num
ber tells how

 m
any beats there are

per m
easure, the bottom

 num
ber tells w

hat kind of note
gets one beat. In this song: four beats per m

easure w
ith the

quarter note getting one beat. Sacred H
arp singers w

ill
either lead this song “in tw

o” w
ith a dow

n-up hand
m

ovem
ent, or “in four” w

ith a dow
n-leftw

ards-back-up
hand m

ovem
ent.

T
he # above this note is present only in this handout, it is not

in the book. T
raditional singers sing all the m

inor key m
usic

as dorian-m
inor but the book has all of the m

inor tunes
printed as natural-m

inor. W
hat this m

eans is that traditional
singers autom

atically and unconciously raise the 6th note of
the scale (for this song it is C

, or the 2nd Fa) a half step.

In the book these D
s are sharped

(i.e. have a # next to them
). T

radi-
tional singers, how

ever, do not pay
any attention to such m

arkings and
w

ill sing this song as it is printed in
this handout. Som

etim
es D

#'s are
sung by those w

ho haven't learned
of the traditional practice.

T
he verses are usually printed

one per staff:  vs. 1 under the
treble, vs. 2 under the alto, and vs.
3 under the tenor.  O

ther arrange-
m

ents are com
m

on depending on
the tune and w

ords.  Syllables
m

ay not line up exactly w
ith their

notes.  It is thus a challenge to
find w

hich one goes w
ith w

hich
note.

T
his is the m

eter of the poetry
that w

ill fit this tune. L
.M

.
stands for L

ong M
eter, w

hich
m

eans 4 lines of 8 syllables
each. See pg 21 in tunebook.

T
his is the tune nam

e. T
unes are often nam

ed after
tow

ns, states, rivers, countries or people. T
he nam

e
rarely reflects the w

ords of the song, as the w
ords

tend to be used w
ith several tunes.

First is noted the key in w
hich the tune is

printed, follow
ed by the source of the w

ords
and the date they w

ere w
ritten or first

published. T
he printed key rarely corre-

sponds to the key in w
hich the tune is sung.

T
he singing key is selected to fit the com

-
fort of the singers, by a “keyer” often
w

ithout any pitchpipe aid.

T
his is the

source of the
tune, either a
com

poser’s
nam

e or the
nam

e of a
tunebook.
T

he year of
com

position
or of first
printing is
given w

hen
know

n.

M
any songs w

ill have
portions of the song
repeated. R

ather than
printing that part tw

ice,
space is saved by m

arking the begin-
ning and ending of the repeated sec-
tion w

ith a row
 of vertical dots. T

his
song does not have any repeats.

1. B
road

 is th
e road

 th
at lead

s to d
eath

    A
n

d
 th

ou
san

d
s w

alk togeth
er th

ere;    B
u

t w
isd

om
 sh

ow
s a n

arrow
 p

ath
,        W

ith
 h

ere an
d

 th
ere a traveller.

2.   D
e  -  n

y th
yself, an

d
 take th

y cross,          Is th
e R

ed
eem

er's great com
m

an
d

;  N
atu

re m
u

st cou
n

t h
er gold

 b
u

t d
ross, If sh

e w
ou

ld
 gain

 th
is h

eav'n
ly lan

d
.

3. T
h

e fearfu
l sou

l th
at tires an

d
 fain

ts, A
n

d
 w

alks th
e w

ays of G
od

 n
o m

ore,         Is b
u

t esteem
ed

 alm
ost   a   sain

t,    A
n

d
 m

akes h
is ow

n
 d

estru
ction

 su
re.

T
reble part :

sung by m
en/

w
om

en.

A
lto part:

sung by
w

om
en.

M
elody/T

enor :
sung by m

en/
w

om
en.

B
ass part:

sung by m
en.
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